Weekly Schedule
MON. 12 5:00pm Confession
5:30pm Daily Mass
TUES. 13 9:30pm Confession
10:00pm Daily Mass
WED. 14  11:30am Confession
12:05pm Daily Mass
THUR. 15 9:00pm Eucharistic Adoration
9:30pm Confessions
10:00pm Daily Mass
FRI 16  God bless your Advent and Christmas
SAT. 17
SUN. 18 NO Confessions or Sunday Mass

THANK YOU

WE ARE GRATEFUL
Thank you to all who have
responded thus far to our
Annual Fall Appeal. We have
been blessed and are grateful
to everyone who has contrib-
uted or who will be contribut-

St. T homas Aquinas Newman (enter

310 15th Ave. S, Aberdeen, SD 57401,229-1011

nsunewman@nvc.net, website, nsunewman.com

Staﬁ:

Masses (onfessions

Sun. 4:15-4:45pm
half-hour before Daily Mass
also by appointment
with Fr. Tom.

Sun. 5 pm
Mon. 5:30pm
Tue & Thur. 10pm
Wed. 12:05pm

Fr. Tom Anderson, Chaplain
Michala Heller, Campus Minister
Shyla Balo, Music Coordinator
Rebecca Pease, Office Assistant

Liturgical Minister Schedule
January 15- Spm

LECTORS: Megan Case

E. MIN.: Ben Chambers, Anne Jundt, Paul Moneke
MIN. OF HOSP.: Kendra Titze, Brandon Heim
SERVER: Jared Aaland

Need to contact our
Newman Center Priest?
Father Tom Anderson

tganderson1980@gmail.com; call Newman
Center or

WE ARE BLESSED
And so thankful to all the
students who took part in

Bible Study, Liturgical and
Music Ministry, Daily Mass,
all the activities. Thank you
to the students who helped to
plan and organize the events

here, both planned and
spontaneous.

We had a great semester and
learned a lot. We can only
pray you did also.

God bless, Fr. Tom & Kala

Daily Readings— Dec 12th-18th

Monday- Our Lady of Guadalupe-Zechariah 2:14-17; Judith 13:18,19; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday— St. Lucy- Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 & 23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday— St. John of the cross- Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-25; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 7:18-23

Thursday— Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 and 4-6, 11-13; Lk 7:24-30
Friday- Is 56:1-3, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36
Saturday- Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17

: Fourth Sunday of Advent - 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25-27;

Lk 1:26-38

Decemberi1i1th, 2011 T hird Sundag of Advent

Elf, staring Will Ferrell is a contemporary Christmas movie. While most of the movie pleasantly comical, at
one point in the movie, the Santa Claus character complains that “there’s just no Christmas Spirit anymore.”

...Christmas Spirit. What is this Christmas Spirit that everyone speaks of? The Christmas spirit is
a sort of generosity, a kindness. Perhaps it even includes a belief in Santa Claus. We can’t point to it, but it
is a sense of magic and joy that people feel during this time before Christmas (which we would call Ad-
vent). When we hear the jingle of sleigh bells, and smell gingerbread, we might start to remember. But
apparently, we are losing this Christmas spirit: “there’s just no Christmas Spirit anymore!” says Will
Ferrell’s Santa Claus.

A television Santa may not understand the problem; but St. Nicholas--the 4th century bishop and
saint--surely would have known. There is a statue becoming popular today that depicts Santa Claus and the
Christ Child. St. Nicholas, dressed in the fire-engine red with white fur trim and his shiny black boots, has
removed his hat and fallen to his knees. There, with hands folded and head bowed down, he prays in adora-
tion of the baby Jesus, sleeping soundly in the manger. St. Nicholas, was known in his own day for his in-
credible relationship to Jesus, and, of course, for his generosity. Whatever he owned, was merely a gift
from God; and the greatest gift of all, was the gift of the Jesus Christ to humanity. What was so freely given
to him, he in turn freely gave to others. And even today, St. Nicholas continues to give to children all over
the world. The Spirit of generosity and joy that filled him was the result of meditating on the Christ Child.

The feeling of the Spirit of Christmas has gone away because the source of the feeling has gone
away. For some time now, the culture has been intent on leaving Christ out of Christmas. Some schools are
not allowed to use Christmas carols for their “Holiday” concert lest they offend someone. And, sadly, we
all have forgotten why we even give gifts at Christmas time.

How can we expect the flowers, when the roots are being destroyed? How can the house survive,
when we have allowed the foundation to deteriorate. The warm feeling or Christmas spirit is not something
that we can bottle up and replicate with cute TV specials. It will always feel hallow. For indeed, the Christ-
mas spirit is a response that comes about when we recognize the incredible gift our God gave us in this sea-

son.
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The semester in pictures

® Finals Food

|

|
recognize the incredible gift our God : We are happy to provide some
|

in thi . ‘good eats’ for the students
gave us In tnis season.

Sun. 12/11-Thur. 12/15

________________ — | Soups and such will be ready by
T-SHIRT SALE: ‘om-
Newman t-shirts from the past= $5 ® Conner’s Christmas
H20 t-shirts= $7 Comeback
Available after Mass or any night during finals or Wednesday 1/11/12 @ 7pm
talk to Mina, Rebecca, Father or Kala Games, food, Nerf Wars

® Agape Meal
. 1/22
Schedule Change in 2012 Sunday 1122 @ 6pm

® Hot Chocolate Social
(sshh...Mina’s surprise Birthday

Our Wednesday afternoon Daily Mass will be moved
to 10pm next semester. We begin the change on

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 party too)
Tuesday 1/24 @ 7pm

Food, build snow sculptures,

SCHEDULING REMINDER!!! fellowship
Today Sunday, Dec. 11 is our last Sunday Mass of

the semester!! Have a blessed Advent & Christmas.
Join us again Sunday, January 15.

Become a FAN of the Newman Center on
Facebook!!
(St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center)

THANK YOU!
for the blessing of your financial support. Advent and a Holy

Our collection last Sunday was: $660.07 )
Christmas!! God bless you

) — abundantly in the New Year
Newman Center website! Checkthe on:the

website often for updates and to keep informied. Father Tom Anderson
WWW.NSuUnewman.com Michala (Kala) Heller




